FATHERS AND CHILDREN
for their justification. Proudhon, Baknnin,
Karl Marx, the Internationals, the. Russian
Terrorists,theCommunists,allhave a certain rela-
tion to Bazarov, but his nearest kinsmen in these
and other movements we believe have worked,
and have remained, obscure. It was a stroke
of genius on Turgenev's part to make Bazarov
die on the threshold unrecognised. He is
Aggression, destroyed in his destroying. And
there are many reasons in life for the Bazarovs
remaining obscure. For one thing, their few
disciples, the Arkadys, do not understand
them ; for another, the whole swarm of little
interested persons who make up a movement
are more or less engaged in personal interests,
and they rarely take for a leader a man who
works for his own set of Truths, scornful of all
cliques, penalties, and rewards. Necessarily,
too, the Bazarovs work alone, and are given
the most dangerous tasks to accomplish un-
aided. Further, they are men whose brutal
and breaking force attracts ten men where it
repels a thousand. The average man is too
afraid of Bazarov to come mto contact with
him. Again, the Bazarovs, as Iconoclasts, are
always unpopular in their own circles. ^ Yester-
day in political life they were suppressed or
exiled^ and even in science they were the men
who were supplanted before their real claim
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